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Only in a Christian world 
can democracy be secure. 





LET Us 
Peli: Wie 
AND BUILD 


Ox ray of light shines bright and 
clear through the dark clouds of war. 

We know now that only a Christian world can be a peaceful world; 
only in a Christian world can there be lasting peace. 

To help build such a world on the yet-warm ashes of one that 
totalitarianism and paganism have almost destroyed is the task, and 
the challenge, of the Christian Church. 

For the Church, through its world-wide missionary activities, has 
proved itself to be the one beneficent and unifying influence on all 
mankind. As a vital part of these activities, the Church has built 
schools, hospitals, and churches in every part of the globe. 


No island so remote, no jungle so dense, no land so isolated but the 
Church, through its missionary work, has furthered the cause of 
Christ, and in doing so, has made friends for the United States. 

And nowhere in the world has the good result of the Church’s 
Mission been more evident than in the Philippines. 

In these islands there are mountains stored with minerals. There 
are wide plains and fertile valleys. There are great, navigable river 
systems. Rice, hemp, sugar cane, fruit, vegetable oils—all are there 
in great abundance. 

But at no time since the Philippines came into the possession of the 
United States has there been the least thought of exploiting these 
immense riches and opportunities for our own material benefit. The 
United States entered the Philippines, to develop, not to exploit, the 
great natural resources there. It was on the understanding that this 
country should administer the affairs of the islands until such a time 
as the Filipinos proved that they could manage and protect themselves 
without the help of any other nation. In the course of time, this they 
amply proved they could do, so in 1934 they were promised their 
freedom twelve years hence. 





A se story of this nation’s relations 
with the Filipinos is one of the brightest pages in the history of the 
foreign relations of the United States. The story of the Church’s work 
in the Philippines is one of the brightest pages in the history of over- 
seas missions. 

At first, when America acquired the Philippines in 1899, the Fili- 
pinos were actively hostile. They were bitter and suspicious. But the 
Church, following close on the heels of the military, soon established 
missions—and quickly expanded its work—preaching the Gospel of 
Christ; teaching the illiterate; caring for the ill and the underprivi- 
leged. 
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Bishop Binsted after months in a Japanese intern- 
ment camp conducted Easter services in Manila. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2022 with funding from 
Columbia University Libraries 


httos://archive.org/details/letusriseupbuildO0epis 
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Fire consumed all that intense shelling left of the interior of the Cathedral in Manila. 
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hurch House adjoining the Cathedral is a shell-shattered mass of wreckage. 
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As the growing tide of American thought and Christian aid began 
to make itself felt, the Filipinos gradually learned to appreciate what 
it would mean to them to become an independent, democratic, 
freedom-loving people. 

They were eagerly looking forward to this prospect when Japan 
struck. 

But because the United States Government, and the Christian 
Church, had done their work so well, the Japanese faced a courageous 
and determined people who had learned and absorbed American 
ways and American ideals, as advanced, during the past half century, 
by our mission churches, hospitals and schools. 





flee so it has been, during these 
war years, in every part of the world where missions have been estab- 
lished. In the Philippines, in the Southwest Pacific, in China—wher- 
ever our armed forces have come in contact with the people, they 
have found friendly faces and helping hands. This has immeasurably 
advanced Allied progress, and saved countless American lives. 

This work must go on. 

And to the end that it shall go on, the Episcopal Church, alert to 
its responsibilities and eager for the opportunities for service that the 
postwar years will bring, has accepted the call to action. 

General Convention in the fall of 1948 authorized the raising of a 
fund for reconstruction work in the mission fields. The National 
Council, acting in accordance with this authorization, by a unanimous 
vote, has now issued a call to the Church for the raising of a fund of 
$5,000,000. This is to be used for reconstruction of war-damaged prop- 
erties, and for the expansion of the missionary program wherever the 
needs are greatest. It has been designated THE RECONSTRUCTION 
“AND ADVANCE FUND, 


It is the grave responsibility of the Church, its members and its 
friends to see that this money is forthcoming. 

Every thoughtful and informed person must know, by this time, 
that true democracy and Christianity are inseparable. You can't have 
one without the other. 

Jesus Christ has proved, time and time again, to be the only Leader 
mankind may safely follow. The only one! Other leaders have been 
tried, and they have failed. From the most beneficent of the world’s 
rulers to its ablest statesmen; from the earliest pagan god to the last 
Nazi fuehrer, men of good will and men of ill will have failed either 


to dominate or regulate the world, or to bring it peace through power. 


As you can see for yourself, most 
of the Church’s properties in the Philippines have been destroyed, 
wantonly and utterly. And in rebuilding, the Church must not tem- 
porize or be satisfied with less than the best materials, design, equip- 
ment or workmanship in the new buildings to be erected. 

New churches should be built with the eternal verities in mind, not 
the exigencies of the moment. New hospitals should offer, in services 
and equipment, all that any modern hospital might offer. New schools 
should be comparable with those in our own land in communities of 
similar size and importance. 

God’s love, and His will, and His word should be manifested to all 
mankind by temples that are worthy of Him. 

For today and tomorrow, “Let us rise up and build.” 
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